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Russia's strategy towards the role of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the
Syrian political equation after the martyrdom of Sardar Soleimani and next

scenarios
Mohammad Nasehi
Mahnaz Goodarzi

Abstract

The military dimension of the Syrian internal crisis, which began in 2011, is coming
its end with the recapture of most of the areas occupied by the legitimate government
of Bashar al-Assad and the siege of opposition forces in Idlib province. Meanwhile,
the martyrdom of Sardar Soleimani, commander of the Quds Force of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps and the arm of advancing the regional strategies of the
Islamic Republic of Iran on January 3, 2020 near Baghdad Airport, changed Iran's
military-political equations in the region, especially in Syria. A transient emptiness
in the command of the overseas arm of Iran's regional strategies amid rivalry
between regional and international powers in the Syrian crisis, along with US and
Zionist pressure on the Islamic Republic of Iran, led Iran's rivals to think that
conditions are in place to eliminate or reduce Iran's share of future politicalof
Syria's. In this regard, Russian President Vladimir Putin had an undeclared visit of
Syria on January 7, 2020, during which he met Bashar al-Assad to discuss Russia's
role in immuning the occupied territories from the takfiri terrorists of I1SIL.

The proximity of Putin's visit date to Damascus after the martyrdom of Sardar
Soleimani and the attention to Moscow's realistic approach to foreign policy,
indicates the efforts of this allied of Iran to take advantage of the lack of Sardar
Soleimani as the most important political-security figure of the Islamic Republic, the
weakening of the resistance in Syria and the reduction of their presence on Syrian
soil is on the verge of entering the crisis from the military to the political stage. In
the present paper, Russia's strategies towards Iran's role in the political future of
Syria are analyzed based on theories of neorealism using library sources and based
on descriptive descriptive research, analysis and possible scenarios for this strategy

in the absence of Sardar Soleimani.
Keywords: Sardar Soleimani, Russia, Syria, strategy, next scenarios
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